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SAMHSA's mission is to reduce the impact of substance abuse and mental illness on America's communities. 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Steven Samra, MPA, is a senior associate at the Center for Social Innovation and serves 
as deputy director for SAMHSA's Bringing Recovery Supports to Scale Technical 
Assistance Center Strategy (BRSS TACS). He has served in leadership capacities for 
SAMHSA for the Housing and Homelessness Resource Network (HHRN), Projects for 
Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH), and Services in Supportive 
Housing (SSH), and has led numerous peer involvement initiatives. Mr. Samra brings 
expertise in harm reduction approaches, substance use and mental health recovery, peer 
leadership, criminal justice, cultural competence, and effective outreach and engagement 
for challenging populations. After entering recovery in 1999 from homelessness, complex 
trauma, substance use, criminal justice involvement, and mental health challenges, Mr. 
Samra began medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in 2000 for a severe and chronic 
opioid addiction. He discharged from the MAT program under medical supervision on 
February 13, 2014 and has dedicated his career to assisting and advocating for 
marginalized, disenfranchised populations. He lives in Nashville, Tennessee, where he 
co-founded a street newspaper, The Contributor, and serves as an appointed 
commissioner on the Nashville Metropolitan Homelessness Commission. Mr. Samra also 
serves on the CABHI Statewide Homelessness Task Force in Tennessee.  

 


