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Mishelle O’Shasky is currently the Wisconsin Statewide Network Coordinator for 
Grassroots Empowerment Project.  With the support of the SAMHSA Consumer 
Network Grant, she works with various stakeholders to develop a Reentry Peer 
Specialist (RPS) training curriculum.  She will begin training formerly 
incarcerated citizens to provide reentry peer support in early 2017. She utilizes a 
Participatory Decision-Making facilitation technique with all stakeholders in the 
two largest regions in Wisconsin to include all voices for the development of the 
RPS curriculum.  This particular facilitation style is necessary to cultivate 
inclusive solutions, shared responsibility, full participation, and a mutual 
understanding.   

Mishelle has worked with people with mental health, substance use, and criminal 
justice experience since 2010.  Mishelle has been a tireless advocate for reentry 
peer support and mentoring since her release from prison in 2010 after three 
incarcerations.  She spent over 22 years in the system (incarcerated, on 
supervision, or both), but could not successfully reintegrate into the community 
until after her third incarceration.  She credits peer support as a major component 
to her success.   

Mishelle currently serves on many committees and councils:   

• Wisconsin Council on Mental Health (WCMH):  Vice-Chair, 2013 
(Gubernatorial- Appointment as a person with criminal justice experience) 

• WCMH:  Criminal Justice Committee Chair, 2011 
• Wisconsin Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee (CJCC):  Treatment 

Alternative Diversion Courts, 2014 
• CJCC Evidence-Based Decision Making (EBDM) Phase V Workgroup: 

Responses to Violations, 2016  
• EBDM Phase V Workgroup:  Diversion/Enhance Behavior Change 

Interventions, 2016 

During her service on these bodies, Mishelle has formed powerful, positive 
working relationships with the Department of Corrections Secretary’s Office, the 
Department of Justice, Opening Avenues to Reentry Success (OARS), the 
Division of Community Corrections, and the Conditional Release Program. She 
also has long-established ties to the community of formerly incarcerated 
individuals and other statewide advocacy organizations that share an interest in 
supporting the reentry initiative.  

	  


