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LaVerne Daisy Miller received her undergraduate degree in Sociology from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1982 and was awarded the Alice Paul Award for her 
contributions to the University Community.  She received her Juris Doctorate degree 
from Northeastern University in 1986 and served as a teaching assistant at both the law 
school and the School of Criminal Justice.  She is a member of the New York State Bar. 

Ms. Miller is a former Assistant District Attorney for New York County and during her 
tenure with that office her work focused on prosecuting domestic violence cases. 

Since 2008, she has worked for Policy Research Associates in Delmar, New York.  She 
was the Co- Director of the SAMHSA funded Statewide Family and Consumer Networks 
Technical Assistance Center.  She provided technical assistance and support to networks 
focusing on developing their infrastructure, diversifying their funding and successfully 
collaborating with partners in their communities.  She currently works across a number of 
projects with the SAMHSA funded National GAINS Center.  She provides technical 
assistance to a diverse group of grantees to assist them in recruiting, hiring, integrating 
and advancing peer staff in the workplace.  She assists projects in integrating recovery 
support services into their service delivery models. 

At the GAINS Center Ms. Miller is responsible for developing learning communities for 
justice involved peers.  The goals of each learning community is to facilitate peer to peer 
learning; facilitate linkages with other peer run organizations and leaders and to develop 
the leadership potential of members. 

Ms. Miller is a member of several boards and advisory boards.  She is a former recipient 
of a SAMHSA Voice Award.  She is also the former director of the Howie the Harp Peer 
Advocacy Center in New York City.  The Center was at the forefront of the national 
movement to train and place Peer Specialists throughout all systems of care. 

Ms. Miller is deeply committed to eliminating health disparities and the collateral 
consequences that any involvement with the criminal justice system has upon an 
individual’s ability to enjoy all of the benefits of citizenship. 

	  	  	  


